“Behold the man!”

The titles and descriptions of Jesus of Nazareth

11. A man of peace

Greg Palmer

as the ultimate peacemaker. He has brought

peace not only between us and God, but also be-
tween brethren, and ultimately between nations.
Although the achieving of all of this has not been
without struggle and conflict, the result will be
perfect peace. The architect of the peace is God,
but the instrument of peace is Jesus our Lord.

I N THIS ARTICLE we will see Jesus of Nazareth

Prince of Peace

This title is found in Isaiah 9:6. The Old Testa-
ment word for ‘peace’ is the Hebrew shalom. This
embraces all the different kinds of peace that it
is possible to have. We must first realise that,
without peace with God, all hopes for peace are
shallow and transient. This is the most important
work that Jesus has done. He has championed the
cause of reconciliation between us and God, and
so made peace. The “calm of sins forgiven” (as it
says in our hymn) is the basis for peace elsewhere.
In Jesus we have peace with God. For his sake we
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live peaceably with all men as far as we are able.
It will be because of him that the raging of the
nations is calmed. Surely this work is sufficient
for him to have earned the title Prince of Peace.
Melchizedek as king of Salem (peace) prefigured
the greater King of Jerusalem who will extend
peace to all nations.

Lord of peace

This title is found in 2 Thessalonians 3:16. This is
the approximate equivalent in the New Testament
of the title Prince of Peace. In the Greek, the word
that gives rise to the idea means ‘to join or to
unite’. This is unquestionably at the heart of the
Apostle Paul’s explanation in Ephesians 2:12-17:
“. .. that at that time ye were without Christ, be-
ing aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having
no hope, and without God in the world: but now
in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are
made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our
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peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between us;
having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the
law of commandments contained in ordinances;
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so
making peace; and that he might reconcile both
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby: and came and preached peace
to you which were afar off, and to them that were
nigh”. If peace is restored between God and men
then the other areas of need will follow. It is futile
for the wicked to pursue peace. Peace on earth
will not be until there is glory to God.

Shiloh

This title is found in Genesis 49:10 and means
‘peacemaker’ or ‘peaceable one’. “The sceptre
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shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from
between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him
shall the gathering of the people be”. The Jews
popularly believed this to refer to Messiah. The
Hebrew word shiloh is very similar to the expres-
sion “whose right it is” (sheloh). This has caused
much dispute with translators over the years. The
modern school of thought is that the meaning of
‘peacemaker’ is acceptable and accurate. Jesus
himself blesses the peacemakers in the Sermon
on the Mount: “Blessed are the peacemakers: for
they shall be called the children of God” (Mt. 5:9).
Israel were punished for refusing the tranquil
message of the waters of Shiloah (the living water
of God) and rather turning to the nations. Let us
not follow their example.
(To be continued)
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