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An overview of the last six chapters of
Zechariah

Geoff Walker

as a whole, it is clear that there is a marked

difference between the first eight chapters
and the last six (9-14). There is a distinct change
in style and approach.

Chapters 1-8 are dated. The dates are given
in 1:1,7and 7:1. All three dates relate to the reign
of Darius the Persian. Comparison with Ezra
4:24 and 5:1 pinpoints the time as the time of the
building of the temple under the guidance of
Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest. The tem-
ple took four years to build, between the second
and sixth years of Darius’s reign, and all three
dates have reference to that period.

The date given in 1:7 (in the second year of
Darius) was the day on which all the visions
seen by Zechariah, and recorded in chapters 1-6,
were revealed (the visions follow naturally one
after another, suggesting that they were all re-
vealed together). Chapters 7 and 8, given in the
fourth year of Darius, are linked together, the
questions asked of the priests at that time, as
recorded in the beginning of the seventh chap-
ter, being answered at the close of the eighth (v.
19). Thus chapters 1-8 have a definite historical
setting. There is nothing to compare with this
historical background in chapters 9-14. This is
one clear difference between the two halves of
the prophecy.

I OOKING AT THE prophecy of Zechariah

Judah and Ephraim

There is a further difference. The first eight chap-
ters are concerned with happenings in Judah

and Jerusalem and the building of the temple in

Jerusalem (see 1:12,19; 2:2,4,12; 3:2; 4:9; 6:12,13;
7:2; 8:3,4,9,19). There is but one reference to the
“house of Israel” (8:13), which has to do with the
future, and is an indication that Israel as well as
Judah would share in the future blessings that
would accrue when the Lord dwelt in the newly
built temple. There is no reference in these chap-
ters to any specific activity by the northern tribes,
nor any indication of their standing before God,
nor of their relationship with Judah in the days
of the return from exile.

Chapters 9-14 are different, bringing in the
ten tribes in conjunction with Judah. Chapter 9
speaks of the cutting off of “the chariot from
Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem” (v. 10),
and deals with a time “when | have bent Judah
for Me, [and] filled the bow with Ephraim” (v.
13). Chapter 10 has, “I will strengthen the house
of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph” (v.
6), and “they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty
man” (v. 7). In fact, the rest of this tenth chapter
appears to have reference to the fortunes of the
ten tribes. Ephraim and Judah together thus fea-
ture prominently in these two chapters, which is
in marked contrast to the picture presented in
the first eight chapters.

There is a definite change of format and
thought in chapter 11, and yet the relationship
between Judah and Israel is prominentin it. The
‘cutting asunder’ of the prophet’s staff “Bands”
portrayed the breaking of “the brotherhood be-
tween Judah and Israel” (v. 14). There is clear
reference to the history of the two nations here,
as there is in chapters 9 and 10.
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Chapters 12-14, which form a complete sec-
tion of the prophecy in themselves, begin with
the words: “The burden of the word of the LORD
for Israel”. Although the emphasis in each of
these three chapters is on Judah and Jerusalem,
their heading thus concerns Israel, and, through-
out the prophecy, ‘Israel’ has reference to the
northern tribes. Is there significance in this?

The closing verses of chapter 12 suggest an
answer. The mourning as for an only son, “as
one that is in bitterness for his firstborn”, and
“asthe mourning. . . in the valley of Megiddon”,
and the references to “the house of David”, “the
house of Nathan”, “the house of Levi” and “the
family of Shimei” (vv. 10-13) all recall the times
of King David, and, in particular, the rebellion
of Absalom. At that time there was a sharp divi-
sion between the tribe of Judah and the ten tribes,
as is evident from the account of the battle in
which Absalom was slain: “the people [David’s
forces] went out into the field against Israel”
(2 Sam. 18:6).

All the tribes of Israel

Thus in all these last six chapters there is indica-
tion that both kingdoms play some part. But

does this mean that these chapters stand quite

separate from the first eight chapters? Those early
chapters certainly seem to hold together as one

whole, as we have indicated; but can the last six
chapters also be seen as linked together with one
overall theme, and also closely linked with the

first section? In other words, is the whole of the
prophecy of Zechariah to be read as a continu-
ously developing purpose (like, for example, the
book of Revelation), or is it a series of separate

aspects—with no particular chronological or re-
lated sequence—of one all-important theme?

The latter alternative seems to be the gener-
ally accepted view, with the Kingdom of God as
the central theme, and with reference being made
to other verses in Scripture, often without an
appreciation of the background context. We be-
lieve the former to be the case, and that there is
a prophecy here of the way in which the King-
dom of God will, stage by stage, be established
through the earth, eventuating in the Lord being
King over all the earth (14:9).

There is, to our mind, a significant linking
feature between the two very different sections
of the book. The last verse of chapter 8 reads: “In
those days it shall come to pass, that ten men
shall take hold out of all languages of the na-
tions, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that
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is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we

have heard that God is with you”. This expres-
sion of intent comes after those visions concern-
ing the coming of the Lord to dwell in the rebuilt
temple, and indeed after the rebuilding was well
under way, when temple functions were again

operating (7:2).

The fact that there were ten men, and that
they were from all languages of the nations, and
that they took hold of the skirt of a Jew, that is,
aman of Judah, is strongly suggestive that these
men were representatives of the ten tribes scat-
tered abroad. This conception is confirmed in
the very first verse of chapter 9, which says that
“the eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall
be toward the LORD”. This connection encour-
ages us to think that there is a link between
chapters 8 and 9, and consequently that there is
an ongoing theme through the prophecy, an
ongoing theme concerning the development of
the establishing of the Kingdom of God.

A pattern for the future establishment of

the Kingdom of God

To look into this concept in detail would not be
possible within the scope of one article, but a

brief survey might be attempted. These last six
chapters may be divided into three quite distinct
parts: chapters 9 and 10, chapter 11, and chap-
ters 12-14. And the important point is that each
section, in detail, can be related to a particular

period in the history of the Kingdom of God

from the time of David to the end of the monar-
chy under Zedekiah. In effect, Zechariah in his
prophecy is saying that, if we want to know how
the Kingdom of God will develop, we must con-
sider certain parts of the history of the kingdom
of David as patterns of the future. Chapters 9

and 10 can be associated in detail with Hezeki-
ah’sreign, chapter 11 in just as much detail with
the reigns of Josiah and his sons, and chapters

12-14 similarly with the reign of David himself
and with the reign of Uzziah.

Such a linking up of the prophecy of Zecha-
riah with the past history of the throne of David
is in itself a fascinating study, and it is clear that
it must lead to an appreciation of the prophecy
very different from the one widely held amongst
us at present. For example, in our experience,
Zechariah chapters 12 and 14 are two of the
most widely quoted chapters in our public proc-
lamation of the nearness of the coming of the
Lord; in particular: “his feet shall stand in that
day upon the mount of Olives” (14:4). In our
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view, based on the pattern of the history of David,
who went barefoot on the mount of Olives when
he fled from Absalom (2 Sam. 15:30), this verse

in Zechariah would not be associated with the

day of the Lord’s actual coming. It would in-
stead reflect an event which would occur during
the work of the establishment, perhaps taking

many years, of the Kingdom. We appreciate that
such a view may not be acceptable to many; but
we submit that a detailed study of these last six
chapters of Zechariah, pointing repeatedly to the
pattern of the history of the former kingdom of
David, should be carefully considered.

New Testament quotations

There is another feature of these chapters which

has to be taken into account. There are in fact

four quotations in the New Testament taken from

these chapters, all of which have reference to the

circumstances surrounding the death of Jesus.

These concern:

= the entry into Jerusalem (9:9; Mt. 21:4,5; Jno.
12:14,15)

= the selling of Jesus for thirty pieces of silver
(11:12,13; Mt. 27:9,10)

= the looking on the pierced one (12:10; Jno.
19:37)
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= the smiting of the shepherd and the scatter-

ing of the sheep (13:7; Mt. 26:31).

The very fact that they are spread over all these
chapters helps to confirm the idea that the chap-
ters present a closely developed theme.
If these chapters in Zechariah are pointing to
certain incidents in the history of the Kingdom
of God in the past, as we are suggesting, then it
is striking that these quotations can each be as-
sociated with a death, or near death, occurrence.
Without going into detail, the associations are as
follows:
= theriding into Jerusalem with the near death
and resurrection experience of Hezekiah
= the price of the prophet (thirty pieces of sil-
ver) with the drama of Jeremiah being putin
the pit by those seeking to be rid of him

= the mourning for the only son with the death
of Absalom

= the smiting of the shepherd with the perilous
time that David suffered at the hands of Ab-
salom.

Each of these connections obviously needs
evidence to support it, which would require
more space than is available to us here, but for
those who are interested it is an enlightening
study.



