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A sign we may have overlooked

Over the course of the years we have all become
quite well informed about the ‘signs of the times’
contained in the Word. The thoughts which follow
raise the question, Have we overlooked a very
significant one?

The sign we refer to is to be found in several
chapters in Isaiah. It concerns a time in Israel’s
history when the nation, which should have been
putting its trust in God, chose rather to put its
trust in its neighbour the Assyrian. Both King
Ahaz and later King Hezekiah’s governors, if
not the king himself, were guilty of this, only to
discover that they had chosen treacherous friends.
The events of those times, we suggest, provide
the pattern for a further and final fulfilment of the
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prophecy involving the fulfilment of the names of
the prophet’s two sons, those men of sign, Maher-
shalal-hash-baz, meaning ‘Speed the spoil, haste
the prey’ (8:1-4) and Shear-jashub, meaning “The
remnant shall return” (7:3).

It is from considering the record of these events
as a pattern of things to come that we propose
that a major sign today will be that Israel will, as
in Isaiah’s time, again put its trust in the Assyrian
instead of God. The Assyrian in its latter-day
manifestation will, it appears, again be the ‘speedy
spoiler’. Micah 5:5 reads, “this man [Christ in con-
text] shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall
come into our land”, and it will be by Christ’s
intervention that the prisoners taken captive by
the enemy will be able to return to their land,
thus fulfilling the Shear-jashub prophecy. This
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conflict, we believe, is pre-Gogian and relates to
that of the latter-day occupants of the territory of
ancient Assyria, Iran and Iraq.

Although Isaiah 10 needs to be read in full,
we focus on verse 20: “And it shall come to pass
in that day, that the remnant [Shear-jashub] of
Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of
Jacob, shall no more again stay upon [lean upon,
put their trust in] him that smote them; but shall
stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in
truth”. Other versions also leave no uncertainty
regarding Israel’s great error in seeking peace
through confederacy. To give one example, the
Septuagint reads, “And it shall come to pass in
that day that the remnant of Israel shall no more
join themselves with, and the saved of Jacob shall
no more trust in, them that injured them; but they
shall trust in the Holy God of Israel, in truth”.

A move against Israel by this latter-day Assyr-
ian would quickly trigger the rest of the Middle
East nations to join battle against their common
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foe. Zechariah 13:8, “two parts therein shall be cut
off and die”, is truly dreadful to contemplate.
Isaiah 33:1 enlightens us further about the
spoiler: “Woe to thee that spoilest [Maher-shalal-
hash-baz], and thou wast not spoiled; and dealest
treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously
with thee! when thou shalt cease to spoil, thou
shalt be spoiled; and when thou shalt make an
end to deal treacherously, they shall deal treach-
erously with thee”. With the intervention of the
Lord described in the verses which follow, Israel
has no problem in spoiling the spoiler. Regard-
ing this treachery, see also Isaiah 24:16, another
passage which confirms the above reasoning and
our need now to watch for an Israel that, instead
of turning to God for help in time of trouble, will
foolishly put their trust in those who will prove
to be treacherous ‘friends’.
We certainly live in momentous days.
Ray Hughes
Dudley, Firs Street



