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Anti-Turkish lobbies in Russia

Nigel Bernard

ANIEL 11:40 states: “And at the time of
D the end shall the king of the south push

at him: and the king of the north shall
come against him like a whirlwind, with chari-
ots, and with horsemen, and with many ships;
and he shall enter into the countries, and shall
overflow and pass over”.

In this verse there is a third party, “him”,
which finds itself under pressure first from the
king of the south and then from the king of the
north. This third power which developed be-
tween the king of the south and the king of the
north came to be centred in the area of Constan-
tinople (modern-day Istanbul). Originally it was
the eastern part of the Roman Empire, but, fol-
lowing the capture of Constantinople by the Ot-
tomans in 1453, the mantle of power in this region
was taken over by the Ottoman Empire.

The Ottoman Empire received a major blow
from the south at the time of the end when the

Turkish forces were defeated and ousted from
Palestine by the British under General Allenby
in 1917. Today all that is left of the original Otto-
man Empire is the country of Turkey, but even
this will eventually disappear as when a river
dries up (Rev. 16:12). This will happen when the
overwhelming invasion of the “king of the north”
takes place.

We expect Russia, therefore, as the latter-day
king of the north, to invade Turkey, thus wiping
away the final remnants of the Euphrates power
that originally asserted itself in the years leading
up to 1453 (Rev. 9:14). The relationship between
Russia and Turkey at the time of the end will
thus be very different from, for example, its rela-
tions with allies such as Persia and Libya (Ezek.
38:5). Can we see signs of this at the present
time?

In the recent past the perception of the Rus-
sians towards Turkey appears to have been that
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of a traditional enemy. Andrei Gromyko, the
former Soviet foreign minister, wrote: “If you
ask Soviet citizens what they know about Tur-
key, ninety-nine out of a hundred will tell you:
‘It is a neighbouring country with which tsarist
Russia was at war on and off for at least two
hundred years’”.!

This perception of Turkey as a long-standing
opponent has perhaps lessened somewhat since
the end of the Soviet era but underlying antagon-
isms remain. In an interview for a Turkish news-
paper, the Russian Ambassador to Turkey,
Aleksander Lebedev, spoke of this:

“To be frank, there is an anti-Turkish lobby
in Russia, as well as an anti-Russian lobby in
Turkey. So what?! We have to withstand those
lobbies, to neutralise their influence for the
benefit of both countries’ interests. Those
who are in favour of ever closer cooperation
and multidimensional partnership between
Russia and Turkey are, no doubt, more nu-
merous and influential than the mentioned
lobbies. We are no longer living in the times
when the Zaporozhe Kozaks [from Ukraine]
were writing to the Turkish Sultan very un-
pleasant and even insulting words”.?

The ambassador gives an upbeat analysis of
the prospects for future relationships between
the two countries, but this is to be expected.
However, his admission of the existence of the
anti-Turkish and anti-Russian lobbies shows that
there are underlying tensions present between
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the two countries. His analysis contrasts sharply,
for example, with his assessment of the rela-
tionship of Russia with Armenia (Togarmah in
Ezekiel 38): “We have excellent relations with
Armenia”.

Whilst there may be attempts to “neutralise”
the influence of those who would increase en-
mity between the two countries, nevertheless it
seems that these attempts will eventually be
swept away in the whirlwind of invasion. If God
decrees that two should be against each other
then He can bring this to pass. Indeed, this will
happen at Armageddon: “And | will call for a
sword against him throughout all My moun-
tains, saith the Lord GOD [Yahweh]: every man’s
sword shall be against his brother” (Ezek. 38:21).
However, when in any case we see signs of en-
mity where enmity is prophesied this should
provide us with the assurance that the time is
near when Christ will return to judge the nations
and deliver God’s people.
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