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The plague of
Zechariah 14:12

Most students of history and
prophecy are familiar with the
fact that French crop failures in
the 1780s contributed to the out-
break of the French Revolution in
1789, an event very significant in
the fulfilment of prophecy. Many
are also aware that these crop
failures were brought about by
miserable weather, apparently
due to the prolonged eruption of
Iceland’s Laki volcano from June
1783 to February 1784.
Arecent publication has added
some details about the effects of
this eruption, details which may
be pertinent regarding a future
prophecy against those who will
attack Jerusalem. Overall, few
were trapped by the slow-moving
lava flows from a seventeen-mile
(twenty-seven-kilometre) fissure
system, flows which were com-
parable in volume to the flow

of Brazil's Amazon River. How-
ever, seventy-five per cent of the
sheep and horses, fifty per cent
of the cattle and twenty per cent
of the human population of Ice-
land died in the next few years.
In all, three cubic miles of lava
were expelled, covering almost
200 square miles of territory. The
following quotation explains the
reason for the deaths:
“Lava and ash were not the
only products of the Laki
outburst. Huge quantities
of noxious gases were also
expelled, including sulphur
dioxide, hydrogen sulphide,
chlorine and fluorine. A blue,
foul-smelling haze covered
the land, beneath which
crops and pastures yellowed
and died. Soon livestock
began to sicken as they
chewed on withered grass
contaminated with fluorine.
This element took a terrible
toll on the island’s animals.
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Flesh fell from their bodies
and manes and tails came
off in the hand when pulled.
Iceland’s human popula-
tion fared little better, with
fluorosis causing their gums
to swell, their hair to fall out,
and boils and bony deformi-
ties to develop all over their
bodies”."

These effects of fluorine poi-
soning appear to be very similar
to the effects described in Zecha-
riah 14:12: “And this shall be the
plague wherewith the LORD will
smite all the people that have
fought against Jerusalem; Their
flesh shall consume away while
they stand upon their feet, and
their eyes shall consume away
in their holes, and their tongue
shall consume away in their
mouth”. Zechariah’s prophecy
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has hitherto been interpreted
as describing either a form of
radiation sickness aftermath or
the effects of direct exposure
to thermonuclear, cometary or
asteroidal impact blast. If Zecha-
riah is describing the extended
results of extensive volcanic ac-
tivity, then there is the possibility
of an extended time frame for
the pouring out of God’s judge-
ments upon the wicked.

Other aspects of this proph-
ecy may explain why Israel
itself does not seem affected
by this plague. The volcani-
cally expelled gases afflicting
Iceland in the 1780s appear
to have been heavier than the
earth’s atmosphere and would
therefore have concentrated in
lower areas. Upon the return of
our Lord, the great earthquake
centred at Jerusalem will not
only form a high mountain on
the city’s site but will also raise
the land of Israel to form a high
plateau. This would elevate the

Israeli survivors of Armageddon
above the miasma affecting sur-
rounding areas, and spare them
of most, if not all, the effects of
the noxious gases, especially
from fluorosis.

It appears that the Jerusalem
earthquake will be accompanied
by fairly extensive dislocation of
the earth’s tectonic plates, and
probably by the eruptions of
numerous volcanoes throughout
the world. There is evidence
of lava emissions which cover
thousands of square miles in
the Snake River country of
northwestern United States,
and in the Deccan of the Indian
subcontinent. Similar emissions
may occur during the time of Ar-
mageddon, not only weakening
nations opposing Christ but also
allowing Christ and his brethren
to organise the internal political
and social structure of the king-
dom of Israel for the Millennial
Age. The return of the Jews
to the Land from the Gentile
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nations would bring them into
more healthy environs, possibly
speeding up their recovery from
any effects of the eruptions which

they may be suffering from.
The spate of earthquakes
in various places throughout
the globe would seem to be
generally weakening the border
regions of the world’s tectonic
plate structure in preparation for
the great dislodgements to come
at Armageddon. Even now, vol-
canic eruptions and earthquakes
are having noticeable and some-
times catastrophic effects on
faraway areas. The simultane-
ous disruptions throughout the
planet will have repercussions
beyond any experienced since
the Genesis Flood as the age
of righteousness is entered with
Christ at its head. May we be
found worthy to escape these
things through the grace of our

Lord Jesus.
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