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An odd statement

I'was fascinated by the article by Brother Peter Cox
of the above title (Apr. 2008, p. 65). We might ask
the question, How can humanity so deceive itself
as to find credibility in the practice of looking in
the liver, and how could the supposed diviner
have held such an exalted position as the baru (the
Babylonian name for the priest who specialised
in interpreting the markings on a liver)? The
answer is in religious mystique, a phenomenon
hard to understand unless one has experienced it.
The combination of indoctrination, special build-
ings and elaborate ritual, combined with an élite
priesthood who supposedly were the only ones
to have access to divine mysteries, made all this
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possible. There can be little doubt that some who
practised it really believed in it.

I came close to such an experience a few times
as a Roman Catholic. The fusion of all the elements
mentioned above, together with a yearning to
experience the divine, could become autosug-
gestive. One interesting aspect of this passage
in Ezekiel 21 is found in the words used by the
Spirit: “. . . your transgressions are discovered,
so that in all your doings your sins do appear”
(v. 24). The Babylonian baru looked in the liver
and on the basis of his ‘discovery’ (based on the
markings that ‘appeared” in the liver) made his
prediction.
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