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Service to God or service to the state?

Carlo Barbaresi

to military service are not simply devel-

oped when a crisis occurs in the country,
but are at the very basis of our state of mind
throughout our life in the Truth. At the time of
writing, Britain is involved with the United States
in the war against terrorism. Such a crisis as this
gives us an opportunity to apply the fundamen-
tals of our faith to the possibility of conscription
in the armed forces.

The change as a result of our baptism is that at
one time we were the servants of sin but now
have become the servants of God and the serv-
ants of righteousness. We have been bought with
a price, even the precious blood of Christ, and
therefore belong to God. A servant is one whose
will and capacities are wholly at the service of
another. This wholehearted service to God should
be paramount in our minds as we consider this
subject. Our only source of knowledge with re-
gard to this service is the Word of God, which is
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path (Ps.
119:105).

Nonresistance to evil, which the Master taught
in Matthew 5:38-45, is one reason why we should
not take part in military service, and Jesus was
an example of this (Lk. 9:52-56; Isa. 53:7). We
must, however, appreciate that we are not paci-
fists. Hence the words of Jesus: “My kingdom is
not of this world: if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight, that |
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is
my kingdom not from hence” (Jno. 18:36).

Our position as bondservants of God and of
Christ is brought out in the Abrahamic prom-
ises. These reveal to us an understanding of our
citizenship, a principle more fundamental than
nonresistance to evil.

As Abraham, in obedience to the gospel, left
Ur of the Chaldees, an idolatrous city of dark-
ness, so we have separated ourselves from the
darkness of this world and have become citizens
of the commonwealth of Israel (Gen. 12:1-4; Gal.
3:26-29). We are “strangers and pilgrims”, as the
fathers were (Heb. 11:13). Prior to our baptism
we were aliens from the Israelitish common-
wealth; now we in Britain are aliens from the
British commonwealth. Elsewhere, wherever we
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are, we are ‘foreigners’ (Eph. 2:12,13,19; Heb.
13:14). As Christ’s Kingdom was all David’s sal-
vation and desire, so our patriotism now should
be concerning the coming Kingdom of God, but
not, we must add, to the State of Israel, which is
still in darkness.

In joining the army we would have to give an
oath of allegiance.! In so doing we would place
ourselves at the disposal of the government un-
der which we live. We cannot do this, for our
lives belong to God and to Christ.

For this reason we cannot serve in the non-
combatant services, because this involves serv-
ice to the state. We also need to consider carefully
our attitude to civil defence, because in the past
this has been linked with service to the state. In
the 1939-45 war the Emergency Powers Act,
“passed in 1939 and extended in May 1940, re-
quires the individual to be entirely at the dis-
posal of the State as occasion demands”. The
seriousness of this was that the government
placed citizens at the disposal of the state, and
this applied to civil defence also.2

Can we, as bondservants of God and of Christ,
place ourselves under the control of a monarch
or government of the world? Let us answer from
God’s Word. The rulers of the world are de-
scribed as “the rulers of the darkness of this
world . . . spiritual wickedness in high places”
(Eph. 6:12).* The Apostle Paul’s mission was
to turn men “from the power of Satan unto God”
(Acts 26:18). John says: “we are of God, and the
whole world lieth in wickedness” (1 Jno. 5:19).

Let us note the character of the world: “wick-
edness”, “darkness”, “the power of Satan”. Can
we become servants to a world such as this in its
wars? Although the country in which we live
may be nominally Christian, as far as the Truth
is concerned it is in darkness. Brother Thomas
wrote this of Britain:

1. Halisbury’s Laws 41, Royal Forces Para. 191.

2. Are We Ready for Another Time of Testing? Brother
Graham Pearce, available at 75p inclusive of postage
(payable to Milestones) from Milestones, 76 High
Street, Hillmorton, Rugby, CV21 4EE.

*  For an alternative view of this passage see “In heav-
enly places in Christ”, p. 179.
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“We have no ‘patriotism’ and are ‘loyal’ to
no Gentile government under the sun. Patri-
otism is love and zeal for one’s native or
adopted country right or wrong; and loyalty
is firm and faithful adhesion to a king or
sovereignty. Our love, zeal, and loyalty for
the British daughter of the Italian Jezebel [the
Church of England as an offshoot of the Ro-
man Catholic Church—C.B.] found expres-
sion some twenty-five years ago in a solemn
renunciation of her authority; and in obeying
the gospel of the kingdom in 1847, we gave
in all the love, zeal, and loyalty we had at
command, to Jesus of Nazareth, the King of
the Jews”?
The British State, therefore, for example, is of the
world as the nations of the apostles’ day were,
and indeed as the Jewish nation was at that time.
Although world rulers are in darkness, God
uses them as elements in the working out of His
purpose, so the Apostle Paul exhorts us to be in
subjection to them and to pay all their dues (Rom.
13:1-7; cf. Mt. 22:21). We must bear in mind,
however, that our fear and honour are primarily
due to God.
All world rulers will occupy their position
only temporarily, until Christ comes. Then his
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servants will fight, as we saw from John 18:36
(see also Psalm 149:5-9). Once we appreciate this
we can answer the question, Why did Israel fight
in the past? They fought because Israel was God’s
kingdom, and when it had righteous kings they
fought right wars. So when Goliath defied Israel
he was defying God, as we see from 1 Samuel
17:45. David, therefore, a man of faith, went cou-
rageously against him and slew him. The most
faithful in Israel were the most courageous in
battle. Until Christ comes we must fight a spir-
itual warfare with all the courage with which
Israel fought their battles. The faithful warriors
of the past should be our inspiration (2 Cor. 10:3-
6; 2 Tim. 4:7,8).

Our allegiance to Christ is far more important
than the shame of being conscientious objectors.
This allegiance is more important than educa-
tion, which occupies us when we are young. We
need to be educated in God’s Word and develop
a Christlike mind so that we courageously up-
hold our principles should we be tried in a na-
tional emergency.

3. Herald of the Kingdom and Age to Come, Vol. 10 (1860),
p. 71.



