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From the Editor’s postbag

Comments on items received from readers

When Britannia ruled the
waves
The January four-page centre
spread, “Britain in Bible proph-
ecy” (p. 17), drew attention to
Britain’s naval power, which was
developed over the centuries. A
Canadian reader (prior to publi-
cation of the article) has for-
warded to me details of a book,
To Rule the Waves: How the
British Navy Shaped the Mod-
ern World, by Arthur Herman,
published by HarperCollins
(ISBN 0060534249). Here is
what the publisher's website
(www.harpercollins.com) says
about the book:
“To Rule the Waves tells the
extraordinary story of how
Britain’s Royal Navy allowed
one nation to rise to power
unprecedented in history.
From its beginnings under
Henry VIl and adventurers

like John Hawkins and Fran-
cis Drake, the Royal Navy
toppled one world economic
system, built by Spain and
Portugal after Christopher
Columbus, and ushered in
another—the one in which
we still live today.

“In the sixteenth century,
such men as Hawkins,
Drake, and Martin Frobisher
were all seekers after their
own fortunes as well as serv-
ants of their nation. But at
the moment of crisis in 1588,
they were able to come to-
gether to thwart Philip Il of
Spain and his supposedly
invincible Armada. In the
seventeenth century, the
navy became the key to vic-
tory in the English Civil War
and played a leading role on
the world stage in the years
of the Commonwealth and

Oliver Cromwell’s Protector-
ate. The navy’s dominance

allowed England’s trade to

boom and prosper. It sus-
tained its colonies, reshaped
its politics, and drew Eng-
land, Scotland and Ireland

together into a single United
Kingdom.

“It was this system that
Napoleon had to break in
order to make himself abso-
lute master of Europe. And it
was the Royal Navy, led by
men like Horatio Nelson, that
stopped him in his tracks
and preserved the liberty of
Europe and the rest of the
world. That global order
would survive the convul-
sions of the twentieth cen-
tury and the downfall of the
British Empire itself, as Brit-
ain passed its essential ele-
ments on to its successors,
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the United States and its
navy”.

Russia’s growing grip on
energy supplies

In the previous Editor’s postbag
(Dec. 2004, p. 461) | com-
mented, under the heading
“Russia resurgent”, on the grow-
ing power of Russia after a pe-
riod of decline. The Times in
successive issues in December
commented on the way Russia’s
extensive oil and gas resources
are making Europe more and
more dependent on her. This
was in the context of President
Vladimir Putin’s war against the
energy giant Yukos, owned by
a Jewish businessman, Mikhail
Khodorkovsky, a critic of Mr
Putin. Mr. Putin’s aim seems to
be to bring all Russia’s oil and
gas businesses under the con-
trol of the state-owned company
Gazprom.

An article published on 22
December was entitled, “We
must bow to Gazprom ‘gang’ as
West loses its grip on energy”.
It drew attention to the way
German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder has refused to com-
ment on the Yukos affair, say-
ing that it was an internal
Russian matter, and complain-
ing that journalists were trying
to “drive a wedge” between Rus-
sia and Germany. The article
comments that it would be diffi-
cult to do this, “so tight is the
embrace between Berlin
and Moscow”, and states that
“Germany works because of
Gazprom”, referring to the heavy
dependence of Germany on
natural gas supplied by Gaz-
prom.

There are wider implication
than this, however. The article
states:

“Does it matter to us if Yukos

is expropriated and its oil-

fields shuffled into the Gaz-

prom portfolio? It matters

because the West is losing

its grip on the energy busi-

ness. The oil industry was a

creation of American and

European capitalism but over

the next two decades it will

be captured by state enter-
prises, its future governed by
corrupt bureaucrats in the

Middle East and Russia”.
Whereas oil production and dis-
tribution was at one time mainly
controlled by Western compa-
nies such as Exxon and Shell,
control of actual production has
now largely passed to govern-
ment-owned oil companies,
making the countries of the
West, especially the USA, vul-
nerable to political actions.
Whereas private companies are
only interested in making prof-
its, governments are prepared
to use their control of natural
resources for political ends.

The following day’s Times
contained an article, “Never trust
a former Soviet agent, especially
if he supplies your gas”, the
former Soviet agent being, of
course, Mr Putin himself, an ex-
KBG man. The article says that
the West is not taking Russia
seriously because two key ele-
ments of the old Soviet Union
are missing: a strong military
and an aggressive Communist
ideology.

However, they should do,
because “Mr. Putin has been
developing a new policy instru-
ment: the Russian gas and
oil-exporting companies that al-
ready all but dominate Europe’s
energy supplies”.

The article says that the real
reason for Mr Putin’s vendetta
against Yukos is the fear that
the company might be taken
over by an American oil giant,
so diminishing Russia’s control.
Regarding this control, the arti-
cle says:
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“Gazprom has woven a web
of energy dependencies from
Turkey to Turkmenistan,

from Berlin to Baku. The In-
ternational Energy Agency

estimates that gas will ac-
count for 62 per cent of Eu-
ropean energy consumption
in 2020. Two thirds of it will
come from Russia . . . The
gas supplied to Russia’s

‘near abroad’—the republics
of the former Soviet Union

—is subsidised. Many coun-
tries in the new EU bor-
derlands—Belarus, Ukraine,
Moldova—are heavily in debt
to Gazprom. A threat to turn
off supplies because of un-
paid bills immediately de-
stabilizes the country and

makes them vulnerable to

Russian demands . . . This
is brute power and Mr. Putin
is the master of it”.

Thoughts on the fulfilment

of prophecy

A reader from abroad has of-

fered some thoughts on the ful-

filment of latter-day prophecy.

His letters are too long for pub-

lication, but here are some ideas

taken from them:

« Just as the Old Testament
kingdom declined in power
over the years before finally
coming to its end, so Israel
in modern times has in-
creased in power. The cur-
rent Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon’s forceful response
to Palestinian terrorism, cou-
pled with the removal of Iraq
as a threat, has strengthened
Israel in recent years. He
suggests that continuing Pal-
estinian terrorism may lead
to Israel annexing West Bank
territory, perhaps under an
even more forceful leader
than Mr Sharon. This would
enforce Israel’s hold on “the
mountains of Israel” (Ezek.
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38:8), which must be in Isra-
el's possession when Gog
invades. American actions
in Iraq make it difficult for
them to oppose Israel’s tak-
ing action against the Pales-
tinians.

A continuing American pres-
ence in Iraq for several years
would seem necessary to al-
low lIsrael to expand her
power. However, eventually
America will be forced to
withdraw, as she was from
Vietnam, leaving a state of
disorder behind. This would
give the northern confed-
eracy an excuse to invade
the Middle East with a view
to establishing order.

The European Union is ex-
panding in area with the com-
ing into membership of ten
more countries, and the de-
velopment of a new consti-
tution may be seen as part
of a process of the kings giv-
ing “their power and strength
unto the beast” (Rev. 17:13).
At the same time the major
churches of Europe—the
Roman Catholics, the Ortho-
dox churches, Anglicans,
Lutherans and Calvinists—
seem to be coming together
in an ecumenical movement
under the general headship
of the Roman Catholic
Church.

In the USA militant evangeli-
calism is growing in influ-
ence. It is characterised by
intolerance of others and en-
thusiasm for ‘big business’,
both speaking of its origin
in Calvinism. It is not only
Islam that justifies war on re-
ligious grounds, American
evangelicals do also, and this
appears to link with the gath-
ering of the nations to war
foretold in Joel 3, where we
have the phrase, “Sanctify
war” (v. 9, mg.).

Bias against Israel
In a recent poll asking a selec-
tion of British people what na-
tion is the greatest threat to
world peace, apparently Israel
came out top. This is likely to be
because the media is currently
on the whole hostile to Israel
and pro-Palestinian. A reader
has sent me an example of this,
taken from a journal called the
Londoner. The article is about a
Palestinian trade fair held at the
Arab-British Chamber of Com-
merce in London, apparently
part of a whole series of such
events being held across Eu-
rope with the backing of the Eu-
ropean Union, which takes an
increasingly pro-Palestinian and
anti-Israel stance these days.
Part of the article reads as
follows:
“The purpose of the trade
fairs is to boost the Palestin-
ian handicraft sector in the
context of the devastation
and dislocation of the Pales-
tinian economy. Israel’s mili-
tary occupation of the area
since 1967, the construction
by Israel of illegal settle-
ments all over the West Bank
and the slicing up of the ter-
ritories with military check-
points and other obstacles
cutting Palestinians off from
their lands and markets have
resulted in an economic col-
lapse.

“Since lIsrael illegally oc-
cupied the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip in 1967, it has
either confiscated or de-
clared as closed areas over
55 per cent of the West Bank
and 25 per cent of the Gaza
Strip. Israel has built 130 il-
legal settlements in the West
Bank, 11 in East Jerusalem
and 16 in Gaza.

“The present Israeli gov-
ernment has set up hundreds
of military checkpoints in the
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areas it occupies in defiance
of United Nations resolu-
tions. These prevent free
movements of people and
goods and are strangling the
Palestinian economy.

“Israel has now started
building a wall which will
eventually effectively annex
up to 50 per cent of the West
Bank to Israel, severing com-
munities and even individual
farms. As a result of all this,
trade has come to a stand-
still, more than half the popu-
lation is unemployed and
average incomes have fallen
below the poverty line of two
dollars a day”.

This article seriously distorts

the position by misrepresenting
the situation and ignoring im-
portant facts, as most readers

will be aware. It is typical of

much pro-Palestinian propa-
ganda being promulgated, which
is preparing the way for an at-
tack on Israel that will be ac-
cepted by much of the world.

Among the significant distortions
are the following:

The West Bank and the
Gaza Strip were occupied by
Israeli troops in 1967 as pre-
emptive action against a
combined attempt by Egypt,
Jordan and Syria to destroy
Israel. Prior to that time they
were under occupation by
Jordan and Egypt respec-
tively, having been taken
over by these countries dur-
ing the 1948 War of Inde-
pendence which arose when
the State of Israel was de-
clared under the auspices of
the United Nations. There
has never been a Palestin-
ian state in these territories,
though if the Arabs had
been prepared to accept the
United Nations partition pro-
posals in 1947, as Israel did,
there could have been.
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* In negotiations which took
place in 2000, Israel offered
the Palestinians virtually all
the territory taken in 1967,
but the Palestinians refused
the offer. Instead, their
leader, Yasser Arafat, insti-
gated the Intifada which
broke out later in the year.

* Israel has set up military
checkpoints and is building
the wall in order to protect
itself from suicide bomb at-
tacks which have killed many
hundreds of men, women
and children in buses, res-
taurants and so on.

* The Palestinians were pros-
pering more under Israeli
rule than they ever did un-
der Jordanian and Egyptian
rule. It has been the Intifada
which has devastated the
tourism industry and caused
severe restrictions to be
placed on movement of
goods. The current parlous
state of the Palestinians is
largely self-imposed.

The United Nations
remembers the Holocaust
Last January was the sixtieth
anniversary of the liberation of
the biggest of the Nazi death
camps, at Auschwitz in Poland.
Here alone over a million Jews
perished. The event was re-
membered by a special session
of the United Nations, attended
by representatives of thirty sen-

ior UN members and survivors
of the Holocaust.

In a special press conference
the UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan drew attention to the fact
that the Nazi death camps were
built with the intention of exter-
minating an entire people. Given
the current hostility to Israel—
some Islamic nations deny that
the Holocaust ever occurred and
others seek to minimise it—it is
remarkable that the event took
place at all.

It was, in fact, the Holocaust
that led to the State of Israel
being established, for it influ-
enced the required majority of
the members of the UN to vote
in favour of a resolution giving
Israel its independence. Since
then it has been fear of another
Holocaust, this time carried out
by Arab nations, that has largely
driven Israel’s policies and has
led to the current situation.

Information provided

Two items in the January issue
have resulted in readers writing
in with more information. The

review “The temple worship in

the time of Christ” (p. 12) men-
tioned Alec Garrard’s model of
the temple, and in a footnote |

asked for information about its

current location. One reader has
written to say that in the sum-
mer of 2002 it was located in a
barn at the Bullock Fair Centre
near Harleston, Norfolk. There
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is no general opening time and
arrangements to see it need to
be made with Mr Garrard on
01379-855361.

In the same issue mention
was made of the entertainment
industry which existed at Cae-
sarea at the time of Christ (p.
29). A reader writes:

“Your account of the enter-

tainment attractions of Cae-

sarea brought to mind

Cornelia’s Story, a remark-

able book edited by Brother

Alan Eyre and Sister Gerzel

Gordon. This historical novel

tells the tragic story of an

imaginary young convert to

Christianity in the decade of

the sixties A.D. in Caesarea.

It gives a vivid picture of ec-

clesial life in a hedonistic and

violent society. The anony-
mous author has an exten-
sive knowledge of Roman

society and the book is pro-
fusely illustrated with con-
temporary material and has
detailed scholarly footnotes”.

Attention was drawn to this
book in The Testimony when it
was published (Jul. 2000, p.
274). ltis still available from the
Christadelphian Scripture Study
Service worldwide. The UK
agent is Brother Peter Talbot, 6
Ridge Lane, Radcliffe-on-Trent,
Nottingham, NG12 1BD, email
TalbotPJ@aol.com. UK price
£6.20 plus postage.

Tony Benson

csss.adelaide@bigpond.com
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