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May I, as a non-Christadelphian who neverthe-
less believes the BASF to be Scriptural, comment
on Brian Hurn’s statement on page 84 of the
March Testimony? He writes: “God wrote these
important words in stone: ‘for in six days the
LORD [Yahweh] made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is’ (Ex. 20:11). That is, Yah-
weh made everything in our universe in six lit-
eral days about 6,000 years ago, and this repeated
scripture excludes all other interpretations of
Genesis 17.

This dogmatic interpretation results from tak-
ing what Moses wrote in Exodus 20:11 out of the
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context of what he wrote in Genesis 1, and can
cause much needless conflict between scientific
ideas on the age of the earth and those who seek
to uphold the Biblical record of the work of the
six days Creation.

If we compare Exodus 20:11 with Genesis 1
we find that God made heaven on the second
day (vv. 6-8), the earth and the seas on the third
day (vv. 9,10), and so on. Yet before all this hap-
pened, that is, before any of the work of the six
days, it is written that, “In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth. And the earth
was without form, and void; and darkness was
upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters” (vv. 1,2).

Obviously Moses is referring to a different
heaven and earth in verse 1 from those in verses
6-10. Clearly the physical globe was in existence
when the work of the six Creation days was
started, and therefore there can be no Scriptural
objection to the so-called ‘Gap Theory’, whereby
the earth could have been created billions of
years before the work of the six days of Creation,
the account of which starts in verse 3.

A similar argument can be used to explain the
apparent making of the sun, moon and stars on
the fourth day, after the creation of light (and
day and night) on the first day. Concerning the
fourth day we read: “And God made two great
lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night: He made the stars
also (v. 16). “Made” here can be translated ‘ap-
pointed’, and, from the point of view of an ob-
server on the earth, the fourth day is when they
appeared in the heaven. The work of the first
day can be explained as the lifting of the impen-
etrable darkness that enveloped the earth at that
time in order that the difference in day and night
could be discerned, but not to the extent that the
source of the light could be seen.

The earth may only be about 6,000 years old,
but the Genesis account does not require it—
only that it was without form and void before
the work of the six days commenced.
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