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Which answer? What does the Bible really teach?

HIS IS THE FIRST of a series of articles

I written primarily as a Bible Class exercise

for all the members, though personal study
will also be well repaid. The essence of Scripture
study is the resolution of problems, but is the
obvious answer the correct one? Before you make
up your mind, ask yourself, What are the options?
Are there other possible solutions?

Although the great truths of the gospel stand
out clearly, there are many matters where we
need to scratch the surface so as to uncover the
treasures that are beneath. Shallow study trots out
old clichés, someone else’s ideas without evaluat-
ing them and proving them for ourselves. Honest
study brings its own reward, and the results will
add life to your address. Share the problem with
the audience; get them thinking.

Set out below are some Bible problems and
several solutions for each, arranged for you to
do as a Bible Class or group exercise. God will-
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ing, there will be more to follow. The author’s
review of the solutions, and suggestions for the
best answers, will be in the next issue.

Class Exercise

Take one of the problems and its alternative

answers.

Examine the alternatives and give reasons for

discarding some and accepting one. Be prepared

to say in five minutes which answer is correct.

Note:

¢ Five minutes only

* Leave out an introduction, dive straight in

* Be clear cut in making a decision and give
reasons

* The reasons must be Bible based, not your
preferred answer

¢ Demolish the other suggestions—crisply.

The Testimony, January 2008


http://www.testimony-magazine.org/back/feb2008/barling.pdf
http://www.testimony-magazine.org/back/feb2008/barling.pdf
http://www.testimony-magazine.org/back/feb2008/noakes1.pdf

1.

1 Corinthians 15:29. What is the meaning

of being “baptized for the dead”?

a) The early church practised baptism by
proxy for those too infirm to be im-
mersed.

b) “For the dead” means ‘filling the places in
the ecclesia of those removed by death’.

¢) Re-punctuate: “Else what shall they do
which are being baptized? It is for the dead,
if the dead rise not at all”.

d) The statement is an ellipsis and means ‘for
[the hope of] the dead’, that is resurrec-
tion.

e) “The dead” refers to Christ, ‘the dead one’,
and the statement refers to baptism into
Christ.

Genesis 22:18. To what does “in thy [Ab-
raham’s] seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed” refer?

a) Nations are blessed who bless the Jews.
b) The forgiveness of sins.

¢) The Kingdom of God.
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3. Matthew 19:24. What is the meaning of “It

is easier for a camel to go through the eye

of a needle”?

a) Refers to a camel going through the small
side-gate of a city, known as ‘the needle’s
eye’.

b) For “camel” read ‘rope’; there is only one
letter’s difference in Greek.

c) Itisjust a vivid figure of speech for what
is impossible.

. Matthew 13:33. What does leaven signify

here? (In considering your answer, ask

yourself if it fits Luke 13:20,21, where the

Lord also gave this parable.)

a) The gospel spreading gradually.

b) Corruption spreading gradually.

¢) The Kingdom of God covering all the
earth.

d) The gospel at work in men’s hearts.

Suggested answers next month.
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