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= | Correspondence

Ezekiel’s visions of the
Millennium

The size and shape of the
temple

In reply to Brother Carlo Barbaresi’s letter de-
fending Brother Henry Sulley’s interpretation of
Ezekiel 40-48 as applying to a large circular tem-
ple (Dec. 2002, p. 446), it was not the
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Comments on articles appearing in the magazine are
always welcome, and should be addressed to the
editor in whose section the article appears.

N

The porch is measured (v. 49).

3 Ezekiel is taken into the temple; the entrance
is measured (41:1,2).

4 The temple is measured at forty by twenty
cubits (v. 2).

5 The angel enters the most holy place; the en-
trance is measured (v. 3).

6 The most holy place is measured at twenty
by twenty cubits (v. 4).

The diagram gives the details of what Ezekiel is

shown.

intention when writing the original 6. Most

series of articles to comment on the
ideas put forward by Brother Henry | 414
Sulley on this subject, but this has now
become necessary. All correspondents
are in agreement that there will be a
temple built at Jerusalem in the King-
dom age, and that animal sacrifices will
be made in it to make reconciliation
for the sins of the people. This letter
looks at the size and shape of that
temple.

Square or circular?
The main evidence given from Scripture by
Brother Sulley for the circular concept comes
from the dimensions given in Ezekiel 41:3. A
careful reading of Ezekiel 40:48-41:4 reveals the
following sequence:

1 Ezekiel is brought to the porch of the temple;

the entrance is measured (40:48).

5. Entrance |4. Temple|3. Temple| 2. Porch
holy place|to most holy| measured | entrance | measured| entrance
measured| measured 41:2

| 6c | 20 cubits —s2<———— 40 cubits ———| 6c k- 11c—>|5c¢|

1. Porch

40:49 | measured

40:48

measured
41:1,2

41:3
\

5¢c

10c Porch

20 cubits
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The two dimensions Brother Sulley uses to
support his idea that the temple is circular are
the six cubits and seven cubits of 41:3. He ap-
plies the seven cubits to the temple entrance and
the six cubits to what he shows as the exit to the
temple. These two dimensions must apply to the
entrance to the most holy, for the verse begins,
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“Then went he inward, and measured . ..”. The
angel had moved from the porch, through the
holy place called the temple and was now enter-
ing the most holy.

Having applied the dimensions of six and
seven cubits to the two ends of the temple,
Brother Sulley arrives at a temple building which
is slightly wedge-shaped. He then proceeds to
multiply this shape many times over, although
Scripture describes only one building. Placing
the resulting series of wedge-shaped buildings
side by side, he arrives at a circular building.
The distance around this circular temple build-
ing he states to be in excess of three miles.

Regarding this building he states:

“The word hekal, translated Temple, involves

the idea of capacity, and its general significa-

tion is any great and splendid edifice, palace,
nave, or hall. The ‘twenty cubits of breadth,
and twenty cubits of length’, which Ezekiel
saw measured immediately after the doors of
the Temple (verse 4) does not convey this

idea, unless other features which imply a

building of great extent are taken into con-

sideration”.!
He adds a footnote regarding hekal: “Sharp
renders it in this passage, ‘Great Hall’”.

It must be said here, however, that Solomon’s
temple is described in 1 Kings 6:17 using exactly
the same word hekal: “And the house, that is, the
temple before it, was forty cubits long”. The chap-
ter describes a holy place and a most holy place
having identical dimensions to those given by
Ezekiel.

Examining the evidence

Returning to the idea of a circular temple, Brother
Sulley submits mathematical proof to show his
plan is correct. Several impressive looking pages
of complex calculations are presented. These have
convinced many that his concept must be cor-
rect. All that is proved, however, is that he had
correctly calculated the dimensions of his plan
to fill up the selected area. It does not prove that
the dimensions have been correctly taken from
the Scripture text. He has decided how many
wedge-shaped sections there will be to form a
circular temple (almost 400). He has also speci-
fied the dimensions of the sections according to
his concept of the temple.

The other proof submitted for a circular tem-
ple is the use of the phrase ‘round about’. Brother
Barbaresi states: “Here the word ‘round’ means
acircle, being derived from a word meaning ‘to
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revolve’”. He is referring to Ezekiel 43:12, which,
however, is saying that the whole area round
about or surrounding the temple is holy, not
that the temple is round. Ezekiel uses the phrase
many times, for example in 45:2; “Of this there
shall be for the sanctuary five hundred in length,
with five hundred in breadth, square round
about; and fifty cubits round about for the sub-
urbs thereof”. Ezekiel uses the phrase in relation
to the altar in 43:20, but Brother Sulley does not
have a circular altar, but a square altar. The word
for ‘round about’ (sabib) is translated in the fol-
lowing ways: ‘about’ (22), ‘on every side’ (7), ‘all
about’ (1), ‘circuit’ (1), ‘compass’ (2), ‘places
about’ (3), ‘round about’ (248).

Brother Sulley has something approaching 400
sections forming his circular temple, each sec-
tion having two sets of doors. Thus, though Eze-
kiel specifically describes only two sets of doors
(one set at the entrance to the holy place or tem-
ple, and one set at the entrance to the most holy),
Brother Sulley has something approaching 800
sets of doors.

Reference has already been made to Solomon’s
temple. The table overleaf shows some of the
features common to Solomon’s temple and the
temple of the future age as described by Ezekiel.

Small or large?

Brother Sulley stated: “A building of five hun-
dred cubits would scarcely differ from Herod’s
Temple. Such a building would be totally inad-
equate for a ‘house of prayer for all peoples’, and
for the assembly of that vast concourse of people
which the scope of numerous prophecies re-
quires”.? This is said when he is considering the
wall Ezekiel sees described in 42:15-20.

Brother Sulley uses the dimensions of this wall
as his primary dimension to determine the size
of the temple. He is in fact taking the only main
dimension where Bible versions are not in agree-
ment. The AV gives ‘reeds’, most others give
‘cubits’. If this dimension is in reeds and it ap-
plies to the temple buildings it is not in harmony
with other dimensions given by Ezekiel. Is it
wise to use as a mainstay of any theory a pas-
sage over which there is doubt? Furthermore,
Brother Sulley insists that this wall is in effect
part of the temple building, whereas Ezekiel,
before measuring this wall, states: “Now when

1. The Temple of Ezekiel’s prophecy, fourth edition, p. 45.
2. Ibid., p. 13.
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Solomon’s temple (1 Kings 6-7)

The temple of Ezekiel 40-41

Had a holy place measuring forty cubits by twenty
(6:16,17)

Contained an “oracle” (the most holy place) twenty
cubits by twenty (6:19,20)

Had two doors, one at the entrance to the “temple”,
the holy place, and the other at the entrance to the
“oracle”, the most holy place (6:31-35). Both doors
had two leaves each (6:32, mg.; 6:34).

The doors had carvings of cherubim, palm trees,
and open flowers (6:32).

Contained an altar of wood, covered with gold,
which stood before the most holy place, “the . ..
altar that was by the oracle” (6:20,22).

Had a porch which measured twenty by ten cubits
“before the temple of the house”, the holy place
(6:3).

Chambers were built into the walls of the house,
and surrounded the holy and most holy places
(6:5).

These chambers were said to be “round about” the
house (6:5).

The word translated “chambers” is the Hebrew
tselaot, meaning ‘ribs’, fittingly describing their
position on each side of the two holy places

The chambers were built three storeys high,
“nethermost”, “middle” and “third” (6:6).

The chambers were reached by a winding stairway
to all levels (6:8).

The supporting beams of these three levels rested
upon ledges or steps, made in the inner wall, but
were only built into the outer wall (6:6,10).

The width of each chamber increased from the
lower to the upper levels, due to the ‘stepped’ wall
(6:6).

Two pillars stood in front of the temple porch (7:21).

Has a holy place measuring forty cubits by twenty
(41:2)

Has a most holy place measuring twenty cubits by
twenty (41:4)

Has two doors, one at the entrance to the “temple”,
the holy place, and the other at the entrance to the
“sanctuary”, the most holy place. Both doors are
two-leaved (41:23,24).

The doors have carvings of cherubim and palm
trees (41:25).

Contains an “altar of wood”, standing “before the
LorD”, in other words before the most holy place, a
symbol of His presence. No covering of gold is
mentioned, but a covering would be necessary to
function as an altar, and this was doubtless of gold
(41:22).

Has a porch of almost the same measurements,
twenty by eleven cubits, standing at the entrance to
“the house” (40:48,49).

Two pillars stand in front of the porch of the house
(v. 49).

Chambers are built into the walls of the house, and
surround the holy places (41:5,6).

These chambers are built “round about” the house
(41:6).

The same word tselaot is used to describe the side
chambers, which are also found on each side of the
holy places, as ribs on a body (41:5).

These chambers are built on three levels “one over
another”, “lowest”, “midst” and “highest” (41:6,7).

A “winding” (stairway) leads to all three levels
(41:7).

The beams that support these three levels are only
built into the outer wall and merely rest upon the
‘stepped’ inner wall (41:6).

The width of the chambers increases from the
lowest to the highest level of the wall (41:7).
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he had made an end of measuring the inner
house [the temple], he brought me forth toward
the gate whose prospect is toward the east, and
measured it round about”.

Regarding the size of the sanctuary, the atten-
tion of the reader is directed to my original se-
ries of articles, where it is established that a large
oblation and sanctuary would not fit into the
extent of the land as described by Ezekiel 2

A further difficulty that arises in Brother
Sulley’s exposition is that he decided how many
gates there would be for entrance to the outer
court of the sanctuary. He writes:

“Two single gates (one on the north and one

on the south) would be totally inadequate for

the vast multitude which is to enter and issue
from a building used for universal worship
... If there were only a single gate on each
side, the provision for offering appears alto-
gether out of proportion to the necessities of
such a number of people. Eleven gates on
each side is according to the fitness of things™.*
Thus, though Ezekiel describes only one gate on
the north (40:20-22) and one on the south (vv. 24-
26), Brother Sulley states that eleven gates on
each side “is according to the fitness of things”.

There are undoubtedly some valuable spir-
itual lessons brought out in Brother Sulley’s book,
but serious difficulties come to light when at-
tempting to harmonise his thoughts on the size
and construction of the temple with the text in
Ezekiel’s prophecy. Other problems include the
following:
= According to Brother Sulley’s concept, once a

sacrifice has been slaughtered, it has to be

carried approximately half a mile up a steep
hill to be sacrificed on the altar.

= All the links with Solomon’s temple are ig-
nored by Brother Sulley.

= Brother Sulley stated that we should “resist
the unbeliever’s disposition to belittle the
house to 500 cubits”.® Thus anyone who sees
the sanctuary as 500 cubits square is classed
with unbelievers.

= Regarding the corner courts, described by the

prophet as boiling houses for the sacrifices
and measuring forty cubits by thirty (46:21-
24), Brother Sulley saw each of these as being
nearly as large as St Paul’s Cathedral, since
he says that four of these building occupy
three times the area of St. Paul’s Cathedral.
He said: “If the buildings are three storeys
high there would be 2,664 dining halls, each
larger than most banqueting halls”.®

23

= Ezekiel describes the waters as coming from
the threshold of the temple and then passing
to the south of the altar (47:1). Brother Sulley
has them issuing from the altar.

Brother Sulley was convinced that the temple
will be for universal worship, hence his large
temple, but a number of scriptures suggest oth-
erwise. This subject will be considered in a fu-
ture article, God willing.

Geoff Cave
Nottingham

Jan. 2002, p. 26.
Op. cit.,, p. 27.
Ibid., p. 15.
Ibid., p. 83.
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