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books on Biblical archaeology by Brother

and Sister Ritmeyer.! It is another excel-
lent book on Jerusalem by the authors, giving
an up-to-date summary of the archaeology of
the Persian period when the temple was rebuilt
and Nehemiah repaired the walls of Jerusalem.
The reviewer is not aware of any books covering
this period, and even the splendid volume by
Hershel Shanks?has little to say about this period
of Jerusalem’s history.

The book under review has a wealth of il-
lustrations and information, and is a delight to
read. It begins with a helpful summary of written
sources for the time of Nehemiah, beginning, of
course, with the Bible books of Ezra, Nehemiah
and Esther and the contemporary prophets Hag-
gai, Zechariah and Malachi. Notes on the Darius
Inscription in Behistan, Iran, and on Herodotus,

58

Xenophon and Diodorus Siculus follow. A his-
tory of the period follows, which draws together
succinctly the Biblical accounts. There is then an
imaginative reconstruction of the period as seen
through the eyes of a fictitious character called
Ashur, who lived in Tekoa and whose great goal
was to play his full part in the rebuilding of the
damaged walls of Jerusalem, unlike the nobles
from the same area (Neh. 3:5).

The bulk of the book, however, appears under
the heading of “An Archaeological Tour of Nehe-
miah’s Jerusalem”. This part begins with a large
coloured map of the probable course of the wall
and the position of the rebuilt temple. This map
refers to the gates and parts of the wall, and also
to the archaeologists who located them, some in
the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem after the Six-Day
War in June 1967 when this area became part of
the State of Israel.

An account then follows of Nehemiah’s wall,
following the sequence given in Nehemiah 3. Lit-
tle details given in this chapter are discussed by
the Ritmeyers. For example, the Sheep Gate was
close to the temple, and its possible identity with
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the Tadi Gate, referred to in the Jewish Mishnah,
is considered. Nehemiah says that the high priest
and his brethren the priests “sanctified” this gate
(v. 1). The Ritmeyers suggest that, as leader of
the nation, the high priest gave an example to
the people by putting the protection of the tem-
ple of God before the defence of his own house.
Interesting accounts of many of the structures in
Nehemiah 3 follow, with phrases in the chapter
being brought to life by recent discoveries.

An attractive feature of this book (which can
also be said of the other books in the series) is
the coloured illustrations, reconstructions, photos
and paintings that adorn it, including several of
Brother Ritmeyer’s archaeological reconstructions

The Testimony, February 2007

in full colour. The model of Nehemiah'’s Jerusalem
was made by students of Heritage College in
Adelaide, and was designed and photographed
by Brother Ritmeyer. This is not a dry-as-dust
archaeology book, but something to share with
our children and young people as we try to bring
the far-off times of Nehemiah and Ezra to life.

This book is highly recommended to brethren
and sisters, to our children and young people, and
to our interested friends. Let the final sentence of
the book also conclude this review: “It is one of the
delights of Jerusalem archaeology that through its
stones and dust we can reproduce in our imagina-
tion those scenes of Bible times and ‘hear the joy
of Jerusalem afar off’ (Neh. 12:43)".
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