The Testimony, August 2005

Bible Workshop:

Readers’ comments

Regarding Discussion point 3 on John 13, which
poses the question, “What purpose does [the wash-
ing of the disciples’ feet] serve as an event in the
light of Jesus’ teaching here?” (Jun. 2005, p. 198),
the following comments have been received.

| would like reverently to suggest that the wash-
ing of the disciples’ feet was a prelude to the greater
humility of the cross so soon to come, and was to
teach “his own” (v. 1) not to seek to be the greatest
(Lk. 22:24) but to recognise that the way of humility
and loving obedience was the way of the Father.
This love in its pure goodness was shown by Jesus
in his complete obedience and loving submission,
“even [to] the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8).

His victory over the flesh, his complete surrender
to his Fathers will, his absolute trust in his Father,
glorify both Jesus and his Father; and the character
Jesus revealed, in showing mercy and wonderful
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grace in the face of such wickedness of man, also
glorified God (Jno. 13:31). The crucifixion of Jesus
revealed the furthest extent that the wickedness
in man could reach (Acts 2:23). Sin could only
bruise him in the heel (Gen. 3:15), and sin was
condemned in Jesus’ victory, which opened the way
for the forgiveness of “his own” for his sake (Isa.
53:11). Jesus showed God’s glory on earth, gently
teaching “his own” the way to follow in love and
humility.

Regarding Discussion point 1, “Discuss the role
of satan and the devil in this chapter”, the Jewish
elders had found that Judas would betray Jesus
by aiding them to get him into their power. The
inner weakness of Judas responded to their offer
of money, for “he was a thief” (Jno. 12:6). The lust
for gain became sin, the devil, and blinded his eyes
so that he betrayed his master. This showed an
utter want of appreciation of our Lords character
and his loving provision for the cleansing of sins.
(Taken in part from Brother John Carters book The
Gospel of John.)
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