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The translation of Enoch

Malcolm Edwards

“By faith Enoch was translated that he
should not see death; and was not found,
because God had translated him: for before
his translation he had this testimony, that
he pleased God” (Heb. 11:5).

tion, and not a little controversy, over the

questions of where Enoch was taken and
whether or not he actually died. Immortal soul
believers sometimes cite this passage to support
their view, and also the record in Genesis 5, which
says: “and Enoch walked with God: and he was
not; for God took him” (v. 24).

In reply to this argument, it does not say in
either passage that Enoch died, nor that his soul
went to heaven; it seems to be implied that he
was taken bodily. Hebrews 11:5 says he “was
not found”, which strongly suggests that his body
was no longer on earth. Nevertheless, because
Psalm 89:48 asks, “What man is he that liveth,
and shall not see death?”, and Romans 5:12 states
that “death passed upon all men”, there are some
who believe that Enoch did actually die, especially
since Hebrews 11 says later, “These all died in
faith, not having received the promises” (v. 13).

It might be replied that, though these passages
speak generally, God may make exceptions to
His own rules if He so wishes. For example,
although Romans 5:12 goes on to state that “all

THIS PASSAGE has caused much specula-

have sinned”, it is obvious that Jesus is excepted.
It is very likely that “These all died in faith” does
not refer to Enoch’s times at all, but to the period
from Abraham onwards, in keeping with the im-
mediate context of the promises to the fathers. The
link with the previous verse would support this:
“Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as
good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in
multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea
shore innumerable” (v. 12).

Nevertheless, it is possible that the expres-
sion “he was not” means that God buried Enoch
secretly, as was the case with Moses. If this is
so, we must try to explain what is meant by the
phrase, “should not see death”. It is suggested
that it refers to Enoch being removed so as not
to witness the death of Lamech son of Methusael,
of the line of Cain, who was guilty of slaying
a man (Gen. 4:23,24). The problem with this
explanation is that Hebrews 11:5 does not spe-
cifically say, “should not see Lamech’s death”.
Furthermore, the similar expression, “shall not
see death”, in Psalm 89:48, quoted above, clearly
means ‘shall not die’".

The view preferred by our pioneer brethren
was that Enoch did not die. Brother Thomas had
no difficulty in believing that he was taken up to
God without experiencing death. He says in Elpis
Israel: “Jesus was changed . . . into a spirit, and was
therefore enabled to pass through it [the ether
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or space] to the right hand of the Majesty in the
heavens. Enoch, Elijah, and Moses, are also cases
to the point” (p. 43, 14th edition). Most would
disagree that this was really the case with Moses
and Elijah, for there is no doubt that Moses died,
and the fact that a letter came to King Jehoram
long after Elijah was taken up (2 Chron. 21:12)
suggests that he had only been transferred to
another locality, like Philip in Acts 8.

In The Visible Hand of God Brother Roberts
writes: “If we are told that God took Enoch, it is
because he continued alive to be taken and was
taken, and did not die” (p. 41). Brother John Carter
in The Letter to the Hebrews concurs with this, and
adds: “We might see here some parallel with what
will happen in the day of the Lord’s advent, when
some are ‘taken’” (p. 137). The concept of any
person escaping the death sentence pronounced
on Adam and his posterity is not easy for finite
minds to comprehend, but Almighty God (and He
only) can waive that sentence with whomsoever
He desires.
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Into what state Enoch was transformed we
are not told. The original Greek gives us little
assistance. The word “translated” is metatithemi,
meaning ‘to change or transpose’. It is used again
in Hebrews 7:12 in regard to the changing of the
Law. All we can deduce is that Enoch was no
longer in a mortal condition. Most importantly,
the incident cannot be used to teach the immor-
tality of the soul, since there was no death, nor
decaying body. It seems to be a case where it is
more honest to admit that we do not know, rather
than resort to speculation.

But returning to the point that Paul is really
making in Hebrews 11:5, here was one faithful
patriarch who, in walking with God, was so
in tune with Him that the Creator made him a
special case. What it meant for Enoch we may
never know for certain until our own natures are
changed at the appearing of Christ Jesus and the
establishment of his Kingdom, when we shall,
perhaps, wonder with a smile why it was ever a
problem to us.




