The Testimony, April 2003

Jerusalem and Salem

I have a question about a theory that was pro-
posed in the ‘Basic Bible Principles’ insert that
came with The Testimony for February 2003 (“Je-
rusalem, City of the Great King”). In paragraph
3itis alleged that the Salem of which Melchize-
dek was king was a city on the site of present-
day Jerusalem. How could this be, if the site on
Mount Moriah where David purchased the

threshingfloor of Ornan for his offering to God,
and at which Solomon’s temple was later built
(2 Chron. 3:1), was also the site of Abraham’s
offering of Isaac (Gen. 22:2)? If Melchizedek’s
Salem was at this location then Abraham went
to town to make his offering.

I realize this has been the traditional under-
standing, but why? Is it likely that a city called
Salem was located nearby when Abraham went
to the mountains of Moriah to make his offer-
ing? Is it not more likely that both of Melchize-
dek’s titles were descriptive of the character of
his tenure as priest, that is, peaceful and right-
eous, rather than geographic locations? Or were
there two cities, one named ‘Peaceful’ and one
named ‘Righteous’? Have | overlooked some-
thing?

L. L. Miner
Arkansas, USA

Reply

It seems certain that Salem and Jerusalem are
one and the same, the name Salem being equated
with Zion in Psalm 76:2. Archaeological studies
have shown that the site of the original city on
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Mount Zion was well below and around 500 to
600 metres (or nearly half a mile) to the south of
the summit of Mount Moriah where, as Brother
Miner correctly points out, Abraham went to
offer Isaac, and David built his altar.

The city in the time of Melchizedek is likely to
have been little more than a hill fortress, with a
small population. A further point of identifica-
tion is that Melchizedek came out of Salem to
meet Abraham at ‘the valley of Shaveh’, which is
also called ‘the king’s dale’ (Gen. 14:17), where
Absalom subsequently erected his pillar (2 Sam.
18:18), and which was clearly close to the city. It
is also relevant that, at the time of the invasion of
the land under Joshua, the name of the king of
Jerusalem was Adoni-zedec (Josh. 10:1), mean-
ing ‘Lord of righteousness’ (cf. Melchizedek,
‘King of righteousness’), suggesting that names
of this type were traditional for the rulers of the
city.

The threshingfloor of Ornan/Araunah would
have been located above the city at the summit
of Mount Moriah, for maximum exposure to the
wind, and this is where the temple was subse-
guently constructed by Solomon (2 Chron. 3:1).
There is therefore no difficulty in accepting that
the city of Salem/Jerusalem was in existence at
the time of Abraham’s visit to Mount Moriah

with Isaac. .
David Burges
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